
Candidates in Thier Races Through the Decades
DY JOHN BliPRETU WATKINS.

FOB a brlof halt hour let uh follow
the candidates of both parties,
as they have raced s'do by aide

through the decades. Ignor'ng their
political tucoricH entirely, let us see thu
contrasts of their respective fortunes
at the same periods of their career*.
Tho first contestant In the race was

Judson HarinOll, Of Oh*©. Ho was four
yenrs old whin Champ Clark started
running, nearly nine years and a hall
old when La follatlu entered and
nearly eleven When Woodrow Wilson
iirst became a contestant, lie was
eleven and a half when Tuft arrived
upon the course, nearly thirteen when
ltoosovelt jolnod the contest, and past
sixteen When little Oscar Underwood
first pluced hi., chubby fool upon tiie
Ting.
Tho first collective view which we

can get of these contestants Is during
the exciting peri...] of the Civil War.
"Within those four years .ludson Har¬
mon, n minister's son, entered Dcnison
University, a Baptist innlltuliou of
Oranvllle, O., where lie was to take
his A. B. tlio year after lice's flirren¬
der. When Sumtcr was IIred on t.'lurk,
a poor Itinerant dentist's motherless
boy. was doing chores for a Kentucky
farmer. Hint be might work out his
sister's board, as well as hin own,
while h>> attended the neighboring
village school; li.it before the war was
over he had, when a lad of fourteen,
sought a shorter road to fortune by
¦way of a six-dollar-a-week clerkship
In the cross-road;: store, which mart
win, however, soon to go out of busi¬
ness.

Underwood, born in the second year
of the war. was at the close of Hint
struggle curried from Kentucky to St.
Paul, along wlt|, his Invalid mother.
who went part of thu way on a mal-
tress. The father of the saddened
family was moving his law practice
to the Minnesota city, that bis 'faithful
wife might regain her health, which
she did, having lately entered the
venerable category of the octogenarian.

Nomr lloj hood Contrasts.
"I/ub" Taft (for tlr.s was he nick¬

named on account of hU size) was in
thorn, bloody days prmclpa.ll) engaged
in outgrowing his clothes. Young
in outgrowing his clothes. Young Theo-1
do: e Roosevelt was a frail !a<l In coin-'
parleon. He suffered no painfully from:
mer nights Ilia fond father would wrap;
him up In blankcln and drtvo him out
Into tho country, where the fresh, cool
tizouo relieved his paroxynis of smoth¬
ering. Those war times wore being
spent by little Woodrow Wllscon in
the Southern parsonage of his father,
who was a 1'resbytcrlan divine, and.
by litt!» Bob Ijt Toilette In his native,Wisconsin.
Hurlng the Reconstruction days'

Harmon, after graduating at Hentson
University, entertd the Cincinnati Law
School, whore ClnrS.and Taft are later
to be trained as tonrrlstors. But be-
fore he follow* hither Clark must
continue to tread a thorny path. As a
.'arm laborer ind country schoolmas¬
ter he plods along until he can rake
and scrape enough money together to
put him In the University of Kentucky,
our younger contestants in the race
for Hie presidency are during this time
dividing their attentions between play'
nnd primary school* If they did any¬
thing remarkable history has missed
It thus fer.

Kspelled for Fighting Duel.
In the seventies nil were to mako

records. In tho first year of that
decade Harmon, a lawyer of one yenl.'s
practice, married. nn<i three years later
Clark, having boon expelled from the'
senior class of the Kentucky Uhlver-
#lty for lighting a duel in the classic
'Style, entered Bethany College, a
Cathpbelllte Institution of West Vtr-
glnln, to jjaln his sheepskin, which he
directly captured, inking first honors
alonR with It The same year he he-,
came president of Marshall College.!
West Virginia, at n salary of 91,400.
along with which went the as yet nn-
broken record of being the youngestjcollege "prexy" In America, for he |
was then hut twenty-three. But yearn-

I.\ FÖlAtETTE,
Wlillo In »h,r ItOuae.

Ing already for political honors. he
decided that the law offered a stralght-
er path. A few years later Woodrow
Wilson wag to reverse the order exact¬
ly arid leave the law lo become a col¬
lege professor.
The year 1871 saw three of our can¬

didates |n Cincinnati.
Champ Clark had come here to etudjin tile law school, Harmon, having fin¬

ished nit the same institution five years
before, was now practicing Jaw, end
Taft, Just graduated from Hie Wood¬
ward High School, was packing up to
go to Tale. And while the future
President, at New Haven, was starring,.first as the iirchterror of the Yale
.'rushes" and later as r. fiend for books
an well as athletic prowess. Clark was
startin»,' his career In Missouri, first as
schoolmaster, country editor nrui law¬
yer at a village called Louisiana. Dur¬
ing the same period Harmon war, mak¬
ing his first spins), Into politic^ by
becoming Mayor of Wyoming, a suburb
of Cincinnati, but the next year, that
of the great nentenukrl at Philadelphia,
he was to he< nme Judge of the Court
of Common Pleas, In the nolghbor'ng
city. The t'nderwor.ds how returned
to their native Kentucky, settling at
Louisville when Oscar was a cherubic
lad of fifteen. And this period of the
seventies was wound up by Harmon's
Stepping up to th>- Superior Court in
the «amr year When Taft graduated
second among 121 in Yale, lass of TS.
of which he wn* ¦alufatoriah and class
orator. The s?me autumn he entered
the Cincinnati l-nw School, whence
Harmon and Clsrk had iloparled with
their sheepskins eleven and three
years before, respectively. The next
sprint; Woodrow Wilson and I .a !.".>.-
lette graduated at Princeton am! the
University of Wisconsin, both, like
Tnft, entering Fmmcd.'atcly into the
law.

Tnfl l.lrkril the Killtnr.
It was while he was linl--hlng hi*-: first

year m law school that Taft flgur.-d for
the first time In the printed news of
the day. in April. 1n sensational
weekly, edited In Cincinnati, published
some calumnies which the young Yn>!e
rusher construe,] as reflecting upon a
member of his family. A publish.-.I ar-
couni of the enlumniator's punishment
stains that "Mr. Will Tnft. a tall, pow-
erful. nthletlc young man. about
twenty-one years of age," visited the
editor forthwith. "Will Taft." this

JITDSON IIARMO.V,
When In C'le>elnnirn Catilnej.

news Item goce on to say. "Is only a
your or so out of Yale, where he de¬
veloped hie muscle lit the manly exer¬
cise ot the college, and he seems t<
have retained It." Then follows an
account of the challenge and chastUf--
ment of the mudslinger, who .¦went
Off bleeding aii<i pale, with his head wo|'
punched." Soon afterward this ath¬
letic defender of his family's honor
began to earn his first money.D; a
week..by doing law reporting loi
the Cincinnati papers.
The year lS^u may be marked as

that in which all of our candidates
except Harmon, the eldest, and Under¬
wood, Inc youngest, were to start to¬
gether In a nack-aiid-neck tace. Roose¬
velt 1» that year graduated :rom Har¬
vard, and began his career without
further scholastic training. Taft. La
Follette and Wilson, after finishing ai
law school tho same summer, were
admitted to the bar, while Champ
Clark moved to Howling Green, his
present home, where he at once began
to praotlCH law and make a fresh
statt In life. In this same year of
his finishing at law school La Follette
made a «lulclc stride by becoming
county prosecutor,

Teddy U»lck to Marry.
But before this race could fairly be¬

gin, Dan Cupid was to have r reckon¬
ing with three of the contestants in
short order. Jn the autumn following
Iris graduation Roosevelt married Ills
first wife. Alice Lee. He had lately In¬
herited a snug fortune.sometimes es¬
timated at a quarter of a million dol¬
lars.from his father, Theodore RooSe-
velt. Sr., glass Importer, banker and
philanthropist.
During the next year Clark and La

Follette married In the same month.
But Te.ft. who now became assistant
county prosecutor of Cincinnati, wns
not to take a souse until live years
later. In 1552. when Roosevelt en¬
tered upon his active polltlcnl career
as member of the New York Assembly,
President Arthur appointed Taft col-
.cclor of internal revenue for the first
'llstr'ct of Ohio, and Woodrow Wilson
moved to Atlanta, ("la to practice law
.'or a year. About this time. Under-
vood was earning his sheepskin .it the
:jnlverslty of Virginia, where Joseph
'«V. Bailey, now Senator from Texas,
¦vas also a student.
The year of 1SR4 was a sad one for

Roosevelt. On Valentine's day his

CHAMP CLARK,
When he entered Coinrrciw».

young wife riled, when their daughter
.the present Mrs. Longworth.was
two days old, and within a tow hours
the future President also lost his
mother, the tw'o b*lng burled together,
A few months later the young widowoi
was eleoted delegala-at-lnrge to the
convention which nominated Garfleld.'
After the convention ho put out for Ills
ranch In North Dakota, there to remain
two years. Ho now pot but his "Tr'psof a Ranchman,'' and woodrow W'lson
at the same time brought forth his
"Study In American Politics," In that,
same year, 1SS5. the latter.then
known as Thomas Woodrow W'lsonmarried at .Savannah, (ja., his bride
being, like himself a parson's child.

Wllnon Teacnc» Girls' College.
it wob now that Wilson gave up]the law and chojc the course that

was inter to earn hli title, "The,
schoolmaster in politics." aoon after,
returning from his honeymoon ho nc-|cepted the chair of history and po¬litical economy at Bryn Mawr, the bigwoman's college near Philadelphia. The
same year Toll entered upon a two-
year term as assistant county solicitor,
In Cincinnati; Clatk became prosecut-
ing attorney of his county and L<a
Toilette made his congressional debut1
as n member of the House Committee
on Ways nnd Means, now headed byUnderwood, La Pollette at that time
wore a small mustache, along with
his pompadour.

; Two ot our candidates married the
foil wing year.1S86. Taft led off inJune by wedding Helen, the sweet¬
heart of his youth, to whom he had
been true during the years that he
had been earning his own home. They
went abroad on a honeymoon which
look them through the garden spots
of Europe. That was the summer
Roosevelt, who had tired of ranch life
and returned to the metropolis, wan
making his unsuccessful campaign foi
Mayor of New Vorlt. After the elec¬
tion he went abroad, and on December
2.nearly three years after the death
of his first wife.married the present
Mrs. Roosevelt In London, where she
was visiting. During the succeeding
y ear Roosevelt finished two book:-, and
Tnft, by what, now appeara as a coin-
eldence, stepped Into this shoes of hisJ older rival, Harmon. The latter re-
signed his place on the Superior Court

j bench and Governor Foraker.later to

quarrel with Taft nnd Roosevelt.ap¬
pointed Taft to the vacancy.
Thin was tho beginning o£ Tail's

judicial career. A year later he was
elected to succeed himself for five
years. Wilson now left the girls' col¬
lege at Bryn Mawr nnd beeamo pro¬
fessor of history and political economy
at Wesleyan University.

Meeting of Tnft all it Teddy.
The couple of years that followed

were to see the coming logother ol
Taft and Roosevelt In Wnshingion and
tha forging of their close bond 01
friendship, which was to last dur'ngthe next twenty years. After Harri¬
son's Inauguration Roosevelt came
first ns civil service commissioner and
Taft followed as solicitor-general.
Thoy met frequently nt the mansion of
their mutual friend. "Bellamy Storer.
who then represented in Congress the
present Cincinnati district of hlfi klns-
rnaa. Nicholas Longworth. Rooeevelt'a
son-ln-lnw. La Follette was now busy
helping to frame the McKinley tariff
bill, and Wilson the same year shifted
chairs at Wesleynn, taking that of
"jurisprudence and politics." Clark
was serving his s-cond year in tho
Missouri Legislature, nut Taft's
career In Washington was to last only
two years, for In 1892 Harrison
elevated him to the Federal bench,
where, as circuit Judge, he was to re¬
main until McKinley should put him
In charge of affairs in the Philippines.

In the yoar of the World's Fair
; at Chicago, Champ Clark, a ginnt of
forty-three, wearing the pa'r of mua-
tachlos which make his accompanying
photograph look far from Chnmplah.
made his debut In the House of Reprc-
santatlyss, which I.h Follette had left
two years before, and which Under¬
wood was to enter two years later.
Roosevelt now remained with the new
Cleveland roclmc A- Republican tnetn-
ber of the civil service commission, but
left in two years to become president
of the New York police board, under
Strong, the fusion Mayor. The same
year Clark also left Washington life
temporarily. while Harmon made h's
debut therein.as Attorney-O-y-ieral of
the Cleveland Cabinet. A year later
Taft and Harmon are brother profea-
sots In the Cincinnati Law School,
where Ta.'t la dean; Roosevelt fln'sties
his ..Winning of the West.' Wilson

j gets out his "Life of i.-corge Washing-

OSCAIt XV, UADBUWOOn,
n« n licprinnpr In CniiRrcM.
ton" and La Toilette goes as delegate'
to the oonventlon which nominatesMcKinley for his first campaignagainst Bryan.

Prvent» Nott Fnll Fast.
With the coming of McKinley ovcnts

for all concerned commence to fall
quick and rast. After his hiatus ofI one term Clark returns to Congress.
where Underwood Is beginning his eee-
ond tonn. Roosevelt also returns to
"Washington.now as Assistant Scoro-
tary of the Xnvy. Then fall In rapid
nuocesslon tho explosion ot the Maine.
the organization of tho Rough Riders
by Roosevelt and Wood, the charge of
San Juan hill and Roosevelt's election
as Govornor of New York, all In tha
year 1S08.
How these rnoers have since run

together Is pretty clear In your mem¬
ory. The nemo year In which Roone-jvelt was olected Vloe-President, Taft
took charge of the Philippinen, and
Ua Tollotte was elected Governor of
his Stale. Then followed Roosevelt's
succession of McKinley, and the next
year Woodrow Wilson's selection n«
Pres'donl of Princeton, and I-a Fol-
lette'l re-election ns Governor.

T. n, Picked Tnft In '00.
In thu campaign year 1904 there

was something stirring for all the
contestants, except Harmon. Taft was
made Secret ary of War, Roosevelt
was elected Preldent. Ui Toilette
was made Governor for the third
term. Underwood and Clark were re-
elected to Congress, the latter having
been chosen permanent chairman of
itho convention that nominated Pnrk-
er, and chairman of the committee
that notified thai candidate of his
nomination. Then l,a Toilette. In 'OS,
comes to the Kennte: Taft, In '00, ad;
justs the Insurrection In Cuba, and
declines an appointment to the United
States Supreme Court offered him by
Roosevelt, who replies to his decllna-

jtion in a letter slating: "There are
'strong arguments against your tak-'tug this Justiceship. In the (list
place, my belief is thai of all men
who have appeared so far you are thu
man who Is most likely io receive the
.'Republican nomination, and u ho is. I
'think, the host man to receive It"

Next followed Taft's trip around
the world, in '07, and his election to
llhe presidency, in OS. in which year

Rarmon wa ohoen Governor. Clark b«-
eame minority leader of the House.
Um« puvtng his way for tho speaker-
ship, to which he succ.oded three
years later, when Underwood became
chairman of the Ways and Means
Committee, with Its vastly augment¬
ed powers, and Wilson became Gov¬
ernor of New Jersey.
Thus have these seven ambitious

men run side by side In the great
race for power and glory. In a
couple of months all will have drop¬
ped out save two.or will It he
three?
(Copyright 1912, by John Rlfreth

Walklna.)

ARVONIA
[Special to The Times-Dispa tch.lArvonla. V«., April 13..Mrs. Ralpr.Chandler Hoot was called to her home

'n Indianapolis. Ind.. this week on ac¬
count of the Illness of her father.

Mlsu HaUle Fnlnnd. who has been
visiting ai the home of Mrs. A. I*
Pitts, has returned to her home in
Scottavillle.
Mr and Mrs. Arthur Williams, of

Lynohburg. are spending some time
with Mr. Williams'» parents. Mr. and
Mrs. .1. C. Wllllnm*.
Mrs. Joel Mahle, of Docatur, On., !s

here to spend several weeks with her
daughter, Mrs. Charles F'ontnlnc I-tr-
Sueur,

Miss Mnele Williams, who has been
visiting friends in Richmond, lias re¬
turned to her home here.

Mr. av'nd Mrs. William Pierce, of
Philadelphia, aro spending some timo
with friends and relativen hero.

Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Crooke and.
daughtor. Margaret, of Washington, !>.

arrived at the Arvonla Inn on
Monday. They will remain here for
several weeks.

lt. U. Hughes visited friends and
relatives In Scottsvllle on Sunday.

Mrs. Plummer F. .Jones and Miss
Winnie almed» Pitts wcro visitors in
Richmond on Fnlday.
Miss Florence Pettlt. who Is attend¬ing the Arvonla High School this win¬

ter, visited her home in Fluvanna coun¬
ty this week.

M. L. A. AQrseley. of Tucker, was avisitor here last week,
j Ralph Chandler Root, of Penlan. will
spend tlte month of April at ArvonlaInn.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fuo.Ua, of Roa-
noke. lire the guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Fun.ua.

LEXINGTON
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]Lexington, Vn., April 13..Mr. undM'ss Demoresque. of New Orleans, arespending the winter nt Mrs. MorganPondlotoh'tS.

Miss Kennedy, of Kansas City, Mo.,has been the guest of Captain andMrs. Alpha Bruniugo for the past week.Miss Laura Pendlelon, who has beenSpending *h'e Easter holidays .withher mollter. Mrs. Morgan Pondleton,has returned to Baltimore, where sheis a pupil al the 1'eabody Institute,Dr. W. C. Reil, the former rector ofthe Robert 13. Dee Memorial Church,and his wife have been the guestsof Colonel and Mrs. Bevorly Tuckerduring the Foster holidays. Dr. Bell
now oc.cnplrts the chair of divinitynt the Theological Seminary In Alex¬
andria.

Sergeant Rene Wilson, a retired
commissary sergeant of the United
States Army, has reported tn the su¬
perintendent and has been assigned to
the quartermaster nnd commissary de-
pa it men ts lor duty.

M":iBs Walking, of Fiarmviile, was
the guest of Colonel and Mrs. Kerlln
during the Faster holidays.

Mr. and Mrs. fclasley, of Richmond,
were <n Lexington last week, visit¬
ing their son. Cadet Knsley. of the
third class.

W. A. Burreas, "It, was In Richmondlast \i.k.
8. Marshall, '14, has been in Char-

lottesvlle attending to Important busi¬
ness.

Mrs. Vaughan and daughter, of
Franklin, paid a short visit to their
son, Cutlet Vaughan, of the fourth
class.

Newport News Is Justly Proud ©f Its Pdblie Schools

.Tohn W. IJnniel School, in trlilcfa ilic Hlirh School iinil hI.t clenirntnry Krnd«-B
nrc lioiiMcd,

NEWPORT NEWS, VA., April B..
Newport News is justly proud of
Its public school system. There

i\re bigger systoms elsewhere, in the
Rtut?, with more und larger buildings,
but fiom a standpoint of equipment
und efficiency It is doubtful, local
school authorities say, If the local sys¬
tem Is surpassed by any in Virginia.

It was n hare sixteen years ago that
the public school system of Newport
News wns founded, and when that fn> t

is considerid, the progress made i£
little short of remarkable. However.
It was not until some six years ngc
that the schools really began to be
developed nnd brought up :o the ac¬

cepted standards in other American
cities. The. new systems have' been
worked out. and Ihe Institutions arc.

up-to-date in every particular.
All of the latest' methods of instruc¬

tion nr; employed, Superintendent W il¬
lis A. Jenkins seeing to this. Much
of the present efficiency of the schools
Is due to the untiring efforts of this
official. lie is one of the foremost pub¬
lic school men of the Stale, and In
believes that the best In none ton good
for Newport News.
The one thing needed to give Hits

city rank r.m'ng even th> biggest
idties qt the Sta,tc. so far us school
V v v

'¦. ''¦ 1. ¦¦¦'.>: '¦' .¦

fiicll11ten are concerned. Is fin up-to-
date high school. The Agitation f'>i
this building is already on. and it w'i!
come within two years, it is pro-
posed tu build h siructtire to cost!
$100,000.
When asked 10 give lu l .-lly the dis-]llltctive features of Ihe lacal school!

system for the litchrtoild Times-lJlS-jpatch, Superintendent Jenkins pre-
pared ib.- following statement:

"I Riving you ;in account of the'
distinctive features of Hie public school
system of Newport News, 1 would say,jilrst, thai Newport News is 11 public'
school town. The only schools ^jn the
city exccpl the. public schools, arc ihe
Cathtillc Paro'chtil School, with about
200 pupils, a small primary school,'
white, ivlth about a dozen small chili-
1 en. one. private colored school, With
L"1 children, ami the lluntliig'ton kinder¬
garten. The last-named school is n'pub¬
lic school lo all intents und purposes,
no tuition fee being charged. It admits
liral, the children of. the. men working,
in the shipyard, and then enough of
the children of the other citizens to
bring the enrolment to the full quota
of about 125."

"7 say Newport News Is 11 . pubic
'school town not only because so Inrg/'
a .urouotLlyii of the School y.opillu.- J

tlon la in the public schools, but b*
cause the City Council anil the pubi c

generally are enthusiastic in their
support."

"It Is a great mistake and n common
error of the people of this city to say
that we have more chjldrsn than the
oilier cities In Virginia, though I be¬
lieve we have quite a large proportion
In the public schools.''
"Newport News whs incorporated

Into a city in 1S?i".. with a populationof about t',000 people. Our school sJs-
tem in 1S 9 6 -1» 7 had a school enrol-
in'-'tit of 1.131. In 1900, our population
was 19,685, nnd flic school enrolment
.'.lid!*. In 1910. our population was "JO.-
205. and our school enrollment' was
Ü.IH. Like every Other new rliy, New-
port News had a small school popula¬
tion until withi.n the last few years,
lit 1900 our population was largely
made up Of men whose families livid
elsewhere.
To-day we have the families of tin

men with us. and now our school pop
ulalion Is nboui -:'> per cent, of out
gross population."
"We began In. 189(1 with nothing In

the way of school property. To-day
we have school buildings valued ai
(110,000. all tqulpp.Ml with modern
.Ä.VJ1M» »UUt& «.«AhciL Ubt ivi l«s, a.t,.rj v.Vhej.j

!iniikhrnil-.tm«rrii(lrr School. In KnN« lind, nucil for rlonHMltnry «rrndc«.
apparatus. There are eight school,
house*, live for whites and three iei
colored. There are 06 rooms and fl
seating capacity of 2,772. In addition
tlisre is one rented school building
for whites with a sealing capacity
of 300."
"There arc TP teachers employed In

our school system, 61 white and IS col¬
ored. In the white schools th^re are
flve principals, four supervisors In el¬
ementary work. Tile special depart-
ments arc- manual training, drawing
and music. Of tho colored teachers,three are principals end two lire spec-1Il.-i 1 teachers, one of manual training
and tli! olher of domestic science

"Tin- "growth of our high achujl.jhowever. Is ihei'partlcnlaf pride of theI sehcol authorities and the people gcii-.l
crnlly. In IS?< there were 111 pupils In!j the high school. In 1902 there were
in the High school, nnd in 1007 then
were 197. This year there uro 32i |
pupils enrolled. There are eleven In¬
structors In the high school, with spec¬
ial departments In commercial branch¬
es, domestic science and manual train¬
ing."
"The tin'i system will he worked,

out in the high scheut next year andj

Iben ihe school will ho as modern as

any high school In the Sidle."
With L'.OOO children enrolled in Ihe

wlilte schools, :i-5 In the high school
Is a very satisfactory percentage.

"Oiir schools nro open to inspection
und wo Invil s visitors. believe we

iiihj pnde ourselves upon the work
done in the class room. This is duel
flrsl to ihe fact that our school rooms
are built for 10 pupils, and u'oniavo
no more than 10 pupils under any one

teacher, except in the Hist grad
Which is a double grade, on.: set Ol

pupils, coming -for ihe morning ses-
Sinn niul another set coming in Hie1
uftornoor "

t
1

..We employ only professionally
trained teach «r>. except In emergan-I
nies after lh" schools open and when
11.lined teachers cannot be had."
"Our supervision, we believe. Is coin-!

patent and iidnojualei. Our Icnciiurs*
mi .-tings are thoroughly organized |
and the leaching corps is being In¬
structed In Ihe. most approved methods]
of teaching. "

i
"The parents of the .children show]

a »rent Interest In the schools.- We
have live white patrons' leagues, each
of which holds a meeling oncli llionth
The total attend,.nee at t;,..-. meet-]
.i*v.r last session was mipu than -,¦

Tlioinnn .IcITrrxnii Sri.mil. romplctcd si ymr dbto timl rctTnrdeil na n model ele¬
mentary (Trade oi-honl.

1)00. The co-operation between the,
school and home, teacher and parent,
is o:io of Hio strongest points of tl\o|
Newport News school system.

"But it is not onl> in the class room]
that we tench the boys and «Irls. VVe
pay particular attention to at hie ties!
and arc proud of our fool hall, base¬
ball nnd basketball teams for the hoys
ntnl our basketball tennis for the
girls.
"We also lire proud .>r on: literary

societies. There lire, two of these
bodies in the high school, and enclil
holds two meetings every month.,'
There Hie children are schooled In do-|
llverltiK addresses, debating, reciting,
plhginq and playing hiusleii liistru-l
Utents. I regard this training as qfi
prent importance to holli the hoys n'tid
the girl*, because it gives them self-'
reliance.
"Another important feature of the.'

Newport News i.ehools is the night
Schools, Six of tv.liich were opened this
session, with a enrolment of about
200 hoys. The pupils are ho> s Wh<
are working in the shipyard learning,
trades ami v. ho hav.e not had the op
port unit !> to .study In schools. Thes.
SChOOlH have the approval of and Co

operation of the shipyard. oillCjluls acj.l

General Manager Homer I,. Fei Rii.'jr
lias been very Instrumenta] tu getting
them launched.
"Practical courses, which wtll ho oi

use to the boys In th -lr work at th«
shipyard, are taught by instructor*
from the yarJ, all college men, who.
have lino practical training hero and
elsewhere.

"Ii Is a test of merit for hoys Who
«¦im U all day to stud) at night, bill
thus far tin; boys have taken advanl
t.11; ,>r their opportunities and are
working hard. They realise lha! they
can make themselves more useful in/
their dally work and will tie butter
mechanics and b'ettei citizens hy rea¬
son of having attended these schools.

"IteltortS are made ill each boy «ach
week, and those reports go to the head
of the department In the yard it which,
the boys are employed. If tno lads
make good jit the schools they have
tlinlr terms of apprenticeship reduced
from four to thee, years, the saving of
a year for the boys.
"Hoth our day schools and our night

schools arc' (iourlshliiH, and the only
thing we need to make the system en-
tin ly up-to-date and as good as any
lo b-..found anywhere I.« a modern,-..
Ittsh ».«>..! building. That will cnmt ''

in ihe con's.- ot the. next I wo yews,"


